
Story Analysis - Does It Pass The Hermeneutic Text? 
The story and teaching section was crafted with an intent to align with proper hermeneutics and 
exegesis, which involve interpreting biblical texts accurately within their context and applying 
them thoughtfully to modern scenarios. Here's an analysis of how the content aligns with these 
principles:

Hermeneutical and Exegetical Considerations:

1. Contextual Integrity:

◦ 1 Corinthians 7:14: The story and teaching section hinge on this verse, which 
discusses the sanctifying influence of a believing spouse on an unbelieving 
household. This verse was interpreted correctly in that it does not suggest 
automatic salvation for unbelieving family members but rather a unique form of 
sanctification or spiritual protection. The story’s narrative reflects this by showing 
that while there is a temporary, protective influence, it is not salvific.

◦ Broader Context of 1 Corinthians 7: This chapter addresses various issues 
concerning marriage and relationships between believers and unbelievers. The 
passage was used within its broader context, emphasizing the temporary nature of 
the sanctification provided and the necessity for personal faith.

2. Theological Accuracy:

◦ Temporal Protection vs. Eternal Salvation: The narrative clearly distinguishes 
between the temporary sanctifying influence of a believer and the necessity of 
personal faith for eternal salvation. This aligns with orthodox Christian theology, 
which teaches that salvation is by grace through faith and is an individual 
decision.

◦ Consequences of Unbelief: The story and teaching reflect the biblical warning 
that those who do not personally embrace faith in Christ are vulnerable to spiritual 
consequences, which is a consistent theme in both the Old and New Testaments.

3. Use of Supporting Scriptures:

◦ The teaching section effectively draws from other biblical texts to support the 
interpretation of 1 Corinthians 7:14, such as Ezekiel 18:20 (individual 
responsibility for sin) and John 3:16 (the necessity of personal faith). These 
references are relevant and correctly applied within their contexts, reinforcing the 
main points without distorting the original meaning of the texts.

◦ The narrative’s depiction of spiritual decline after the removal of the believer's 
influence is consistent with biblical principles, such as the loss of protection 
described in Psalm 91:1-2 and the individual accountability emphasized in 
Philippians 2:12.

4. Hypothetical Scenarios and Analogies:



◦ The hypotheticals and analogies used to explain the concepts are biblically sound. 
They serve to clarify how the principles might play out in real-life situations, 
making the teaching more accessible and relatable while remaining faithful to 
scriptural truths.

Conclusion:

The story and teaching section are consistent with proper hermeneutics and exegesis. They 
maintain contextual integrity, accurately convey theological principles, and use supporting 
scriptures appropriately. The emphasis on the necessity of personal faith and the temporary 
nature of the sanctifying influence of a believer is both biblically sound and theologically correct.

Discussion Questions: 

Questions on the Story

1. What role did Mary’s faith play in the overall spiritual atmosphere of the household 
on Ember Lane? How did it affect John and Lily, even though they were 
unbelievers?

2. In the story, how did the removal of the believing family members' presence impact 
the spiritual state of the household? What changes did John and Lily experience?

3. Why do you think John and Lily did not embrace the faith of Mary, Emma, and 
Noah during their lifetimes? What barriers might have prevented them from doing 
so?

4. How does the story illustrate the biblical principle found in 1 Corinthians 7:14? 
What does the story suggest about the limitations of this sanctifying influence?

5. If John or Lily had come to faith after the accident, how might their experiences in 
the house have differed? What does this suggest about the power of personal faith?

6. In what ways does the story reflect the consequences of ignoring or rejecting 
spiritual truths while under the protection of a believing family member?

7. What do you think the "darkness" and "whispers" represent in the story? How do 
they relate to the spiritual reality of living without faith?

8. How would you interpret John’s final encounter with the voice of Mary? Is it a 
symbol of lost opportunities for salvation, or something more?

Questions on Theological and Scriptural Principles



9. How does the concept of sanctification in 1 Corinthians 7:14 apply to modern 
Christian households? Can this principle be seen in your own family or others you 
know?

10. What does Ezekiel 18:20 teach about individual responsibility for sin? How does this 
apply to the idea that each person must have their own relationship with God?

11. Given the hypothetical scenario where a believing mother prays for her unbelieving 
family daily, what might happen spiritually in that family after her passing?

12. How does the story’s portrayal of spiritual protection align with Psalm 91:1-2, 
which speaks of dwelling in the "secret place" of God? What happens when that 
protection is withdrawn?

13. What role do you think personal responsibility plays in the spiritual well-being of a 
household, especially when some members are believers and others are not?

14. If you were in Lily’s position after the loss of her believing family members, how 
might you respond to the increasing sense of darkness and foreboding in the house?

15. How does the story emphasize the urgency of accepting personal faith, as supported 
by 2 Corinthians 6:2 ("now is the day of salvation")? What might be the 
consequences of delaying this decision?

Hypothetical Scenarios for Reflection

16. Imagine a family where the father is a strong believer, but his children are 
indifferent. If the father suddenly passes away, what spiritual dynamics might 
change in the household? How should the children respond?

17. Consider a situation where you are the only believer in your household. How can 
you ensure that your faith positively impacts your family without imposing it? What 
challenges might you face?

18. What would you do if a close friend, who is a believer, suddenly dies, leaving behind 
a family that doesn’t share their faith? How could you support that family 
spiritually?

19. Suppose you were John in the story and began experiencing the spiritual oppression 
he felt. How would you address it, knowing the principles of personal faith and 
protection discussed earlier?

20. If you had the opportunity to talk to Lily before her family’s accident, what advice 
would you give her about faith and its importance, considering what you know from 
the story and the scriptures?



These questions should stimulate deep discussions and reflections on the interplay of faith, 
family, and the principles outlined in the story and Scripture. They encourage participants to 
think critically about their own spiritual lives and the lives of those around them.
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